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4 that ye stand fast in one spirit with one mind siriving together for 
the fasth of the gospel.— e — 
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"PRIESTHOOD AN D PRESIDENCY. 


CLAIM or un — OR “REORGANIZED” 
AND Cor WITH AND 


BY ELDER CHARLES w. PENROSE. 
[Continued frows page 585). 

Ler eee claim that at the death of Joseph Smith, the 
Prophet, Seer and Revelator, no one could legally succeed him but his 
oldest son. This is based first on the alleged doctrine of lineage in the 
Priesthood ; second on a revelation given January 19, 1841, in reference to 
a 1 upon Joseph Smith and his posterity; third on a revelation 
given in February, 1831, in reference to the power of appointment given 
to the Prophet Joseph Smith; fourth, on reported statements that Joseph 
the Prophet appointed or “ordained” or “promised” that his son 
Joseph should succeed him as President. ee 

As to lineage in the Priesthood: W. W. Blair, First Counselor to Joseph 
the son of Joseph the Prophet, held that the Priesthood given to the latter 
the Lord deslared on D 
6th, 183232 

Therefore, thus * the Lord om you with 1 the Priesthood 
has continued through the lineage of your fathers—for ye are lawfal heirs" 
according to the den and have been hid from the world with Christ in 
God. therefore your life and * Priesthood hath remained and . 


needs remain through you 2 8 until the restoration of 
things spoken by the mouths of all the ly prophets since the world Bons, 


This has been quoted by many others of the “Reorganized” churoh, and 
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they make a point of inserting in brackets the words “Joseph the Martyr,” 
which are not in the revelation, (see Doc. and Cov., Section 86: 8-10.) 
By this means they pervert the word of the Lord and turn it from its true 
signification. The first verse of that revelation says: Verily thus saith 
the Lord unto you my servants.” It was spoken to those who held the 
Priesthood in the Church in December, 1832. It simply shows that their 
fathers, many generations ago, held this Priesthood, and that it had come — 
down to them in this last dispensation and in the same way would remain 
in their lineage. It was not special to Joseph Smith or any one individual. 

It does not convey the idea that his oldest son or any of his sons or the 
sons of the other Elders of the Church, to whom with him the promise 
was made, should succeed to the Priesthood which they held. If any of 
their posterity in generations to ‘come receive and magnify that Priest- 
hood, it will remain in their lineage just as it remained in the lineage of 
the ancients. 

But supposing the promise is to be understood that all or any of the 
sons of those men shall receive and enjoy the Priesthood which their 
fathers held, even then it would have no bearing upon the power of 
Presidency. The right to preside does not inhere in the authority of 
Priesthood. A man may hold all the authority of the Priesthood without 
having the right to preside. This is clearly defined in the later revela- 
tions of God to the Church, and indeed was shown from the beginning. 
Joseph Smith was a Prophet, a Seer, a Revelator and an Apostle of Jesus 
Christ by divine appointment and ordination; he was President of the 
Church through the acceptance and vote and common consent of the 
Church. He would have held all the power and authority pertaining to 
his Apostleship and prophetic calling if he had not been received by the 
people at all. But he could not have presided without the vote and faith 
and fellowship and common consent of the Church. Presidency does not 
come by lineage. Noone has any right of Presidency because of een 

ous ancestry, or official position held by a progenitor. 

Another passage in the Doctrine and Covenants is relied : upon sind 
frequently quoted by the disciples of the by 
It is this: 


The order of this Priesthood was edel to be handed down froin 5 


father to son, and rightly belongs to the literal descendants of the — 
seed to whom the promises were made,” ete. 


It will be seen from the context that this has no een nb to 
Neude nor does it relate to any office in the Priesthood but that of 
Patriarch. The quotation we have cited is in Doc. and Cov., “Bee. 207, 
verse 40. It is preceded, in verse 39, by these instructions: 

“Tt is the duty of the Twelve in all large branches of the Church to 


Evangelical ministers as they shall be unto wen 
ation.” 


The revelation 161 


“The order, of this Priesthood was confirmed to be handed down from 
father to son,” etc. 
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The order of which Priesthood? The order of the Evangelists, of course. 
Joseph the Prophet said that this term referred to Patriarchs and this is 
manifest in the following verses from 41 to 57, which show that this part 
of the duty of the Twelve consisted solely of ordaining Patriarchs as 
designated unto them by revelation. Verse 58 says: 


“Tt is the duty of the Twelve also to ordain and set ae order all the 
other officers of the Church,” ete. 


The use made of this revelation by those who wrest it to conform to 
their mistaken theory is one more instance of their repeated perversions 
of the word of God. . 

The chief reliance, ‘however, of the “Lineage” advocates i is placed on 
the revelation given January 19th, 1841: 


“For this anointing I have 2 upon his dend that his blessing shall 
also be put upon — after him. And as I said unto 
Abraham concerning the kind of the earth, even so I say unto my 
servant | a oseph, in thee and in thy seed shall the kindred of the earth be 
blessed Doc. and Cov., Sec. 124: 57, 58.) i 1 


In quoting this isolated portion of that dete abe the content 
whieh shows its true signification, they still further pervert the word of 
the Lord. In the various publications issued for the purpose of making 
it appear that these promises of the Lord had reference to the oldest son 
of the Prophet, the words “of Priesthood, authority and calling” are 
placed in brackets after the words “his blessing” in the revelation; also 
in brackets the words “first, eldest” after the word “head” in the revela- 
tion, thus endeavoring to influence the reader and warp his understanding. 
This part of the revelation of January 19, 1841, cannot be correctly 
understood without reading verses 56 to 61. From these it will be per- 
ceived that the blessing put upon the head of Joseph the Prophet and 
upon his posterity or “seed” after him, was the privilege of having a 
place from generation to generation in the Nauvoo House, to be built by 
subscriptions of stock as provided for in the revelation from verses 56 to 
212. The portion of the word of the Lord contained in those verses re- 
lates solely to that theme—the building of a house for the boarding of 
strangers,” “a delightful habitation for man, a resting place forthe weary 
traveler that he might contemplate the glory of Zion.” It has not the 
remotest application to Priesthood or Presidency or succession in any- 
thing, but the right of Joseph the Prophet and his posterity to have place 
in that house. The Lord gave a promise to Joseph Smith, as he did to 
Abraham concerning his seed: In thee and in thy seed shall the kin- 
dred of the earth be blessed,” and he adds: “THEREFORE, let my 
servant Joseph and his seed after him have place in that house from 
generation to generation for ever and ever, saith the Lord.” 

The promise of God to Joseph the Prophet concerning his “seed,” it 
will be seen, was simply the same that he made to Abraham. It was also 
made and has been made to others who obtained the Priesthood. In Doc. 
and Cov., Sec. 110, which manifented 


Kirtland Temple, we ear, 
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Thus the promise which the “Lineage” 
to the son of Joseph the Prophet, is one that belongs to the posterity: of 
other servants of God who are endowed with the authority and power of 
the Holy Priesthood. But it must be remembered that no blessing pro- 
nounced upon such a servant of God can be enjoyed by any of his pos- 
terity, except through their own faithfulness and obedience to the com- 
mandments of God. Neither is it peculiar to the eldest of the lineage 
except in the office of Patriarch, which has already ‘been explained, and 
in the line of the Aaronic Priesthood, as revealed in Doc. and Cov., Sec- 
tion 68 and in the law of Moses. The term “anointing,” on the head of 
Joseph, refers to the manner of blessing by the holy anointing which is 
poured on the head of the recipient. If any of his posterity prove 
worthy to receive that anointing it will be placed on their head, as all 
blessings which come either by anointing or the laying on of hands are 
placed, even as Jacob of old put the blessing of bis son Joseph “on the 
crown of the head of him that was separate from . brechron““ St 
49: 26; also 48: 13-20.) . 

The notion that a blessing put upon the anil: of a man’s e 
means simply upon his oldest son is absurd on its face, If the words 
“the head of his posterity” mean his oldest son what is meant by Joseph’s 
“head?” On such a rule it would mean his father, of course, and thus 
Joseph the Seer himself would be left out entirely. Careful investigation 
of the blessings that flowed to Abraham’s posterity, to his “seed after 
him,” will show that they rarely were possessed by the oldest son in the 
family descent; and it must not be forgotten that the blessing on the 
head of Joseph the Prophet and on the head of his posterity was similar 
in respect to descent to that of Abraham and his posterity, and of other 
men whom God called and ordained in opening up his last dispensation 
and promised to “their seed after them through all generations;” and, as 
has been demonstrated, in none of these cases, ancient or modern, does 
the blessing or anointing or promise have any reference to the right of 
Presidency: That is another and different mater and 
in a different manner. sak 
No as to the alleged or ordination or 
“Little Joseph” by his martyred father: There is not anything in all the 
purported sayings and doings of the Prophet Joseph which justifies the 
conclusion jumped at by “Josephites.” That Joseph the Prophet blessed 
his son will be conceded. Every man of God holding the Melchisedek 
Priesthood has the right to bless his children. Under the inspiration of 
the Spirit of the Lord he may predict that the Priesthood that he holds 
shall be inherited by his posterity, but that inheritance is always predi- 
cated on the obedience of the recipient to the law of the Lord and his 
submission to the rules and regulations that govern the Priesthood. He 
must “come in at the gate,” as the Lord has ordained and obtain his 
: at the hands of the appointed authority. (Doc. and Cov., Seo- 
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porters of the present Joseph Smith, he has not, so far as has been pub- 
lished, professed to have been ordained by his father to preside over the 
Church as his successor. On the contrary, in an interview with him at 
Independence, Jackson County, Missouri, March 18, 1896, the. — 
questions were propounded and answers received: 

2. Do you claim to be a prophet?” | 


“Yes, I claim the swe authori as my father.” 
Did your father ordain you to phet and * the Church?” 


2 No he did not; he blessed me but di hot ordain me t any office 
that I know of. am 

E. Criddle, Eugene S. Hart and Archibald G. Young, of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day: Saints, each and all of whom certify to the 

correctness of thése questions and responses, which has never been denied, 
although the gentleman interviewed has denied seeing, before they were 
published, the questions and answers following those we have given in 
the long interview that was held and which appeared in full in the 
Deseret Evening News ot July Ist, 1898.“ But even if he should claim any 
such ordination or appointment, it would not stand for a moment as 
against the order established by revelation from God through his father 
for the 5 of the Church, which we will now consider. 

In the years of the childhood of the Church there were numerous 
attempts on the part of enthusiastic persons to regulate its affairs by 
visions, or tongues, or revelations they claimed to have received. It 
became necessary, therefore, to warn the Church against accepting any- 


ceive hold, very, ve — in this Church appoint servant 


ave given him the keys e mysteries an is tend which 
4 Stern i (Doc. and 


scoled until I shall a int unto 
v., ection 28: 2, 7 


1831, the Lord said: 

“And ‘this yo shall know ussicedly that there is 
unto you to receive commandments and revelations until he be taken if 
he abide in me. But verily, eee 


inted unto t it be ron 
2 he shall . power except to “appoint another in his stead.” 


(Dos. and Cov., Section 43: 40) 

It will be seen from the dates of these revelations thas they were given 
before the Church was thoroughly organized in all its quorums and ooun 
cils, and before Joseph the Prophet had been tested and proved, to see 
whether he would “abide” in the Lord. But after the Council of the 
hed heen iz Bold the Kava of 
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open the door to all nations, and after leer had been tried and . 
the Lord said to the Twelve: 
*The keys which I have given unto him and also to youward shall: not 
be taken from him till I come.” (Section 112: 15. 

This harmonizes with the revelation in March, 1833: 


“Verily I say unto you, the keys of this kingdom shall never 40 G 
from you while thou art in the world nor in the world to come. Never- 
theless through you shall the oracles be given to another, yes even unto 
the Church; and all they who receive the oracles of God, let reer beware 
how they hold them,” etc. (Doc. and Cov., Section 90: 2.5.) 


The order of the Priesthood and the governing authority in the Church 
are set forth in Section 107 of the Doctrine and Covenants. The powers 
of the Melchisedek or High Priesthood and of the Aaronic or Lesser 
Priesthood are therein defined. ey order of anne is —_ ex — | 
and itis shown that: 

„Ok necessity there are presidents or presiding offices growing out of 
or appointed of or from among those who are ordained to the several 
offices in these two Priesthoods. Of the Melchisedek Priesthood, three 
Presiding High Priests, chosen by the body, appointed and ordained 
that / office, and 4785 by the confidence, faith, and prayer of the Chur 
form a quorum of the Presidency of the Church. The Twelve Traveling 
Counselors are called to be the Twelve Apostles, or special witnesses 
the name of Christ in all the world, thus iffering from other officers in 
the Church in the duties of their calling. And they form a quorum, De 
in authority and power to the three Presidents previously mentioned. 


From this it will be seen that three persons who have been . 
and ordained to the Melchisedek Priesthood and are Presiding High 
Priests, when chosen by the body and upheld by the confidence, faith 
and prayer of the Church constitute the Presidency of the Church. 
Joseph the Prophet was an Apostle and was therefore a Presiding High 
Priest. His counselors were also men appointed and ordained to the 
same calling. But each of them had to be chosen and upheld by the body 
in order that they might together preside over the Church. The Twelve 
Apostles, also Presiding High Priests, forming a Traveling Presiding High 
Council (verse 33) held authority “to build up the Church and regulate . 
all the affairs of the same in all nations, under the direction of the First 
Presidency.” ‘Apostles are God's High Priests (Section 84: 63). When 
there is no First Presidency of three, the Twelve constitute a Council: or 
Quorum “equal in authority and power to the three Presidents previously 
mentioned,” and when so upheld by the Church can preside over it, 
regulate all its affairs, ordain and set in order all the other offices of the 
Church (verse 58) and thus the Church can be continued and perpetuated, 
suffering no disorder, but carrying on the work under Jesus Christ who 
is its living head on high. 

Previous to the death of Joseph the Prophet the Lord gave to the 
Church by revelation, all the leading offioers belonging to the Priesthood; 
providing, however, that they should be presented at the General Con- 
ference of the Church for approval or disapproval. After nominating the 
Patriarch, the President, and his two counselors, he named the Twelve 
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Apostles, with Brigham Young as their President; also the High Council 
for the “corner stone” or Stake of Zion at Nauvoo, and the various minor 
officers in the Priesthood. Doc. and Cov. 124: 123-145. The Prophet and 
Patriarch were martyred, one of Joseph’s counselors had been excommu- 
nicated, the other had so far gone astray that the Prophet had endeavored 
to repudiate him, and there was no First Presidency of three to stand at 
the head of the Church. But the Twelve, with President Brigham Young 
at their head, as a Traveling High Council, according to the word of the 
Lord, stepped forward as a quorum equal in authority and power to the 
Quorum of Three which had been dissolved, and presided over the Church 
by its vote, confidence, faith, prayer and fellowship. Thus all things were 
done in order and by “common consent.” When the First Presidency ok 
three High Priests was reorganized, December 5th, 1847, under and 
according to the duty of the Twelve, and subsequently upheld and sus- 
tained by the Church in General Conference, the revelation was fulfilled, ° 
as quoted above, namely: “Of necessity there are Presidents or Presiding 
Offices growing out of or appointed of or from among those who are 
ordained to the several offices in these two Priesthoods.” Similar pro- 
ceedings have followed at each dissolution of the First Presidency of 
Three, occasioned by the death of the President. Thus the design and 
purpose of the Lord, repeatedly made known, that His Church and King- 
dom should continue and never be destroyed, given to other people, or be 
overcome of the world, have been maintained, and the power and authority 
of the Melchisedek and Aaronic Priesthoods, with the presiding offices 
growing out of or from among them, have been magnified and blessed of 
the Almighty, and the fruits thereof bear evidence of their divinity. _ 

The keys of the Kingdom are and have been with the Apostleship. No 


man has taken or aspired to the place of Joseph the Prophet. His posi- 


tion was assured to him by the Lord in this world and in the world to 
come. As with David Patten: “His Priesthood no man taketh from 
him,” though the Lord had taken David unto himself, but another could 
be “appointed to the same calling.” (Section 124: 130). Joseph had pre- 
pared the Apostles for the burden that awaited them, by conferring upon 
them every key, power, gift, anointing and blessing which had been placed 
upon his head, so that the oracles might be given to the Church when he 
was taken away. The testimonies to this fact are numerous and incon- 
trovertible. They were given in Nauvoo when Sidney Rigdon put forth 
his feeble claim to be “Guardian” of the Church. They are matters of 
history. President Wilford Woodruff has repeatedly related the circum- 
stances which occurred when Joseph conferred those powers upon the 
Twelve, Noone who knows Wilford Woodruff questions his truthfulness, 
honor and: integrity. His word is as good as his bond, his simple state- 
ment as valid as his oath. The following is his latest testimony on this 
matter. It was given in the presence of ten or twelve thousand people 
at the General Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of — 
nn in Salt Lake City, Sunday afternoon, April 10tb, 1898: i 


Eten thankful to-day that Joseph F. Smith is with us as a son of 


He bears a true and faithful testimony of his father 
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I would to God that Joseph Smith had a son in the flesh his w ten 
d F. Smith does here—bear a testimony to the meg of his father. 
Bie phet Joseph Smith has no son that stands in the midst of the 
urch of God and bears record of his father. He never has had; pos 
5 never will have. I will give you a testimony here ah will show you 
re I stand with regard to this matter. Joseph Smith never ordained 
his son Joseph, never blessed him nor set him apart to lead this Church | 
and Kingdom on the face of the earth, When he or any other man says 
he did, they state that which is false before high heaven, The last speech 
that . Smith ever made to the ae of the Apostles was in 3 
— in Nauvoo, and it was such a speech as I never heard from mort 
Goa, or since. He was clothed upon with the Spirit and power of 
* face was clear as amber. The room was filled as with omnes: 
ing ire He stood three hours upon his feet. Said he: ‘You Apostles of 
Lamb of God have been chosen to carry out the purposes of the Lord 
upon the 3 Now, I have received, 0 rhe mag Seer and Revelator, 
t the head of this dispe dispensation, eve me ben" every ordinance, 
—— and every 2 that — to the last dispensation 
ulness of times. I have sealed all these things upon your heads. 
end you Apostles, if you do not rise up and bear off this kingdom, as [ 
have given it to you, you will be damned.“ Sa 


Iro BE CONTINUED.] 


AND HE WILL SHOW YOU THINGS 10 COME? 
(JOHN | 16; 13.) | 


of Elder Parley P. Pratt respecting the construction of railroads; eto. , my 
mind reverted to a similar prediction in 1854, at Nephi, Juab County, by 
a man who was considered a visionary. The circumstances leading up to 
the prophecy were these: A war with Chief Walker (Ute Indian) was 
upon our hands, and many of us almost felt that our aims at making a 
success of our foothold in Juab County might be futile. President Joseph 
L. Heywood tried to inspire all with the idea that success was au assured 


fact, and in his Sabbath discourses he would try to inspire us with faith, 


by declaring what he expected to live to see. On one occasion he went so 
far as to say, in the name of God, that he would live to see these valleys 
so filled up, that there would be a railroad north and south through this 
(Juab) valley; and further, that another railroad would run east and weat, 
up and down the very street upon which our fort then stood; and run into 
Sanpete Valley. This was about ten years before the great railroads 
across the continent were talked about or surveyed: To those of us Who 
listened, it seemed wild, we said, for we knew that to freight one rail, 
eighteen feet long, from the east to Utah, would cost $100.00, and that 
there was not enough money in circulation in North America to deliver 
the rails by ox teams to build a 400 mile road from north to south through 
Utah. But the Civil War brought ite blessings, or at least ite changes. 
It showed the necessity of a railroad from ocean to ocean: the pony ex- 
press gave way to the Brigham Young express carrying company; this 
to the overland stage; then came the telegraph line; then the Union 
Racific railroad, by which the rails for the north and sonth: railroad: of 
Utah could be brought with the greatest ease, The road bed was isid 
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chiefly under contracts negotiated by President Brigham Young. The 


rails were brought, the track was laid, and to-day the main part of the 


road exists and the east and west line, connecting with the Union Pacific, 
or Oregon Short Line now, is built up the very street spoken of, and doing 
business with Sanpete through Salt Creek canyon: and the venerable old 
_ gentleman who made the “wild declaration” is still alive, and numbers of 
those who were present in the meeting and thought his prophecy extrava- 


gant when the declaration was made, say now, surely he was inspired of | 


God, for it hath come to pass. 
The foregoing can be proven by a eres or more of the old settlers of 


Nephi, for I have talked with that many in late ies upon this subject. 


“St. April 23rd, 1898. 
—SaMUEL C. Apaus, in the Improvement Era. 


LABORS. IN. BARNSLEY. 


THE following is‘ an extract from a letter written ie President E. P. 
Oldham of the Sheffield Conference, dated Barnsley, August 27, 1898. 


Last Tuesday, we held some special meetings in Grimsby. As that 
place is quite strange to us, we thought we would apprise them of our 
presence in their midst. Through diligent labor and advertizing, as well 
aS holding open-air meeting we caused some little stir. In two of our 
open · air meetings we were disturbed by local preachers, but through the 
fairness and candor. of our listeners, we stayed on ain and came off 
all right, having made friends. 

“At the afternoon meeting in the hall about sixty were in attendance, 
and about twice as many in the evening. Elders Jenkins and Knight from 
Hull assisted us. 

„Considering that we e have only seventeen members at Grimsby and the 
short time we have been there, we think our effort was a success. The 
strangers who attended were Tene a people of the best class i in 
town. 
Agulications for are coming in fairly, well compared with our 
past record. But looking at what I think ought to be, I often am led to 


— 


— — 


think ‘it’s vanity and vexation of spirit. But missionaries above all men 


should be optimistic, and such thoughts must perish. _ 

“A ‘child of Jarman’ tried to ex pose us in Barnsley. one ania: Feeling 
we had the good-will, of about all the.crawd, we let him have his say and 
then defended. ourselves. After we were through, we bade them en 
3 and the crowd wot him with only a few listeners.” | 


Prayer. Ang. 


je 
22 2 


mind will conceive of the scriptural idea of 


prayer as that. of one of the most downright, sturdy realities in the uni- 


verse. Right in the heart of God's plan of government it is lodged as a 
power. Into all the intricacies of divine working and the mysteries of 
divine decree. In the mind of God, we may be assured, the conception of 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1898. — 


WHICH IS THE BETTER WAY? 


THERE are two methods of teaching whether in the 5 or in ‘the 
pulpit. One is called the deductive, by which a statement is made and 
then a course of reasoning is brought to bear to prove the truth of the 
statement; the other is called the inductive, which consists in beginning 
on the Slane of the listener, that is on ground understood by both the 
teacher and the taught, and by gradual development of the subject in 
hand to lead almost imperceptibly to the point to be attained. = The former 
is dogmatic and is of little use to one who desires to lead others to see as 
he does, but is often used by those who have a great desire to “down” 
their opponents. 

If a speaker wishes to convert others to his belief, he must meet t ein 
on their own ground and by gradual, easy steps lead them to see from his 
standpoint. If, to begin with, a statement be made diametrically opposed 
to their belief, it immediately arouses a spirit of antagonism that all the 
logic that can be brought to bear will scarcely remove. Every man's be- 
liefs are thé results of his reasoning from his experiences or from evidences 
that have been presented by others, and those beliefs are sacred to him, 
no matter how absurd they may be to others, and he will hold tenaciously 
to them until he can see something better as viewed from his own stand- 
point—he cannot possibly see from that of others until he is brought 
around to their position. If you have ideas better than his, lead him to 
see their beauty and then he will abandon his voluntarily. ii | 

No gentleman will more willingly hurt the feelings of others than be 
would injure them in person or property, and there is no more tender 
spot in men's feelings than their religious ‘convictions; therefore it be- 
hooves the Elders of the Latter-day Saints to be very careful in this res- 
pect, that they may avoid much unpleasantness and serious opposition, 
and may draw the hearts of the children of men to love the traths of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. : art 

It is well to read often and be guided by the eben in Wend to 
charity, as found in I Cor. 13th chapter, and to bear in mind that the 
charity spoken of there is not found in the hearts of the ungodly; but 
wae in the hearts of those who are filled with the light of the min Ghost. 

A. W. 


We are in receipt of a letter from Elder 9 Parkia, tee with 
Elder Chester F. Campbell and his wife, is laboring in Lincoln, They 
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are holding street meetings in different parts of the city, which are well 
attended and were uninterrupted until Monday evening, the 2 and inst., 
when they were attacked by a Rev. Clergyman in a manner more becom- 
ing a mad-man than an expounder of the doctrines of the lowly Nazarene. 

In a clipping. from the Lincoln Leader found on another page is an 

account of the affair, from a disinterested point of view. : 
Elder Parkin is loud in his praise of the good that is being done through 
the faith, courage and able talk of Sister, Campbell, whose very appear- 
ance would silence the carpings about the degradation of the women of 
Utah. 


THE following items we learn by 2 letter trom Elder James H. 
Anderson, dated Salt Lake City, August 15, 1898: | 

“The health of President Woodruff is much better than a year ago. He 
looks quite well.” 

„Bishop James C. W of the Sixth Ward is very seriously ill. He 
has been failing steadily for some time.” 

“The work generally is prospering here, there being a marked improve- 
ment in most of the people the past year.” | 

“The Saints were gratified to give thanks in their Sabbath meetings 
yesterday that poser is again e between Spain and the United 
States. 

ELDER w. E. Pais 8 of the London Conference, a to 
acknowledge the receipt of £3 from an unknown friend, enclosed in a 
letter worded as follows: 

“President of Latter-day Saints, Loddon. gees 

“Dear Sir, I enclose a postal order for £3, hoping you will accept for 
your cause. With best wishes for your welfare, I remain. Yours, 

“A Lover or Truth.” 

President Clark desires also to express through the Star his heartfelt 
thanks and gratitude for this substantial manifestation of good will and 
interest in the work of the Lord. 


Presipent Ruton S. WELLS returned. eee. August 31, from a tour 
on the continent, where he has been visiting the Elders and Saints in the 
Holland Mission, the Swiss Mission and the German Mission. The work 
in that line will be completed by President McMurrin’s visit to the Scan- 
dinavian Mission. The tour of President Wells was a pleasant one. He 
found the work progressing satisfactorily, and the Elders feeling well in 
their labors; although in some parts of the German Empire, the spirit of 
religious liberty is lacking, so that the work of the Elders is somewhat 
restricted. President Wells has been absent since the 10th of June, and 
returns iis received A weleome: at the 

Tur following eet the 1 News gives an account of the good work 
in the Southern States: 


of bas returned home ton 
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mission to the Southern States. He left for his field of labor July 90, 1808, 
and went to the North Carolina Conference of which he was president 
the last sixteen months. The work of the Elders is progressing rapidly 
there. Fifteen Sunday schools were ‘and seven 
in the 693 last year.“ 


ͤ—)— 


THE s. s. Ethiopia which sailed dedi on ‘60h 
company of Saints on arrived ‘with afi 


on board well. 
EIDER WX. A. BaTE and Thomas Lee Bailey, sailed from 3 en 


route for Utah on the Anchor Line s. s. City of Rome, on , the 


27th inst. 


PRESIDENT JOSEPH W. Nen left ft Liverpool on Monday for» an er- 
tended tour in the Scandinavian . | 


Arrivats.—The following named Elders from Zion. are on ‘the 
American Line s.s. Rhynland on Tuesday, August 29, 1898. For the British 
Mission—Nei! M. Stewart, of Meadow; James Purdy, Ogden; James B. 
Hunter, West Weber. For the Scandinavian Mission—Andrew Petersen, 
Wenship; ; Hans H. e Salt Lake City: ; Rasmus A. Na 
Ferron. 

Along with the company was Elder Martin Ne — Salt an 
City, who is returning to Denmark. He is 2 werent: 2 was not 
able to get work at his trade in Utah. 55 oe 


APPOINTMENTS —James Purdy has been. appointed to 8 as 0 Travel- 
ing Elder in the London Conference. | 
Neil M. Stewart has been appointed to labor as a Traveling. Elder in 


the Scottish Conference. 
James B. Hunter has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder 


in the nnn Conference. 
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MORMON CAMPAIGNERS IN LINCOLN. 
years ago some Li 

de services in the streets, meeting with a certain. amount of success. 
Obeying orders from headquarters, they were called away to undertake 
work in another part of the country, and since then the few followers 
they gathered round them had been left to themselves, although a few 
families left England for Utah. Recently, however, two of the Elders, 
who had been laboring in Nottingham, were directed to proceed to 
Lincoln, and they arrived in the city about a fortnight ago. The Elders 
are Stephen Parkin and Charles (Chester) F. Campbell (who is accompanied 
by his wife). They have held meetings in St. Benedict Square, Mint Street, 
St. Mark Square, and other convenient public places in the eity. ‘Until 
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Neude last they had held their meetings quietly. Prob- 
ably most people who heard them would not be able to distinguish them 
from members of any of the Evangelical churches. Had they not owned 
themselves to be Mormons, the disgracefal scene which occurred in St. 
Mark Square on Monday night would never have taken place. The noisy 
crowd, among whom were a number of drunken men, which gathered 
round the preachers would never have collected together but for the 
intervention of the Rev. W. H. Osborne, the ever-present Vicar of Stainton. 
While one of the Elders was speaking, this clergyman of the Church of 
England stepped up to Mrs. Campbell and asked who the speakers were. 

He was told that they came from the States, and were Elders of the 
“Church of the Latter-day Saints.” “Mormons?” said he. “We are 
sometimes called Mormons,” replied the lady. Here was an opportunity 
dear to the heart of this doughty champion of the Church of England: 
Raising his voice, he shouted: “It’s a piece of impudence for you to 
appear in this nineteenth century on the streets of Lincoln.” I'II tell 
you who these people are,” he added. Then he began to talk in an ex- 
cited manner to the people round him, telling them that men and women 
had been murdered in Salt Lake City; that girls had been dragged away 
from their homes in England and forced to become the wives of Mormons. 
When Mr. Parkin had done speaking he called upon Mrs. Campbell to 
bear testimony to the manner in which women were treated in Utah 
State. Mrs. Campbell, who is a tall, delicate, refined-looking woman, with 


a Burne-Jones face, in a few words spoke of the life which her sex live 


among the Mormons. She told them the tales they had heard of the 
murder and ill-treatment of women and girls were utterly false. Nowhere 
in the world would they find girls more virtuous and chaste. From their 
early childhood they were taught to believe that immorality was a sin 
only second to that of murder. The girls and women were perfectly 
happy; and they lived under much brighter and happier conditions than 
many of the women she had seen in other states. Apparently silenced on 
the question, the Rev. W. H. Osborne then stepped up to the speakers and 
began to question them respecting certain: passages in the “Book of Mor- 
mon.” Hédeclared that he had a copy of the book thirty years ago, but 
he had left it at Stainton. Quoting from memory he asked the speakers 
whether that book did not state that Adam was their Father and God, 
and that Adam had more than one wife? In a very excited manner he 
proceeded: to ask numerous other questions which were by no means of 


an intelligible nature. He loudly demanded proof for this! and an an- 


swer to that! but carefully giving no time for reply. When the rev. 
gentleman was apparently obliged to stop for want of breath, Mr. Parkin 
replied that his questioner had traveled from Genesis to Revelation and 
that it was impossible to answer his questions all at once. Then the Vicar 
broke in again and amid cries of G0 it, Billy!” Give it em!“ Rub it 
in!“ he entered on another long string of questions, ending by expressing 
his pleasure at having an opportunity of upholding the truth. “How 
long will youlbe here?” he demanded of the Elders: - About two years, 
was the reply. III fetch my book from Stainton and prove what I say” 
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said he. “Everybody knows me, the Vicar of Stainton” he continued 
amid loud laughter and cries of “Don’t we, Billy?” The rev. gentleman 
again proceeded to tackle the Mormons. The Elders stood the badgering 
with a good temper and fortitude that showed them to.immense advan- 
tage over their raving opponent, who was evidently endeavoring to stir 
up the crowd against them. However erroneous their opinion may be 
considered on some matters, the Mormons certainly showed a calmness of 
demeanor under the most trying circumstances which spoke well for the 
sincerity of their faith. Of course to attempt to answer the Rev. W. H. 
Osborne was worse than useless, and the missionaries were wise in holding 

their peace. They eventually worked their way out of the crowd and beat 
a retreat amid the jeers and groans of the crowd. What a glorious vic- 
tory for the Rev. W. H. Osborne, of Queen's College, Birmingham, and 
Vicar of Stainton, in the diocese of Lincoln! May the Bishop be proud of 
him | 

Perhaps, writes a correspondent, there is no religious body about which 
more misconception and ignorance exists than the “Latter-day Saints.” 
“Mormons” is a nickname, derived from their belief in the “Book of 
Mormon” which they regard somewhat in the light of a second Bible. 
Many people seem to suppose that Mormons have only one idea; that the 
one end and aim of their existence is to preach and practice polygamy. 
Such an idea is as incorrect and narrow as it would be to state that the 
whole and only purpose of Christianity is to maintain monogamy. Of 
course to the unthinking orthodox mind, the idea that any religion should 
have at any time countenanced or enforced polygamy, is more than suffi- 
cient to condemn the rest of its creed unheard. This has very largely 
been the attitude of English people towards the dwellers in Salt Lake 
City. Nobody in England will seriously undertake to defend plurality of 
marriages any more than they uphold prostitution. But while people 
are so willing to condemn those who believe in the one, it must not be 
forgotten that as a nation we are most apathetically guilty concerning the 
other. Looking at the past and present condition and position of Mor- 
mon women, the general health and strict morality which has existed in 
the State of Utah, there can be little to choose between the lot of the 
Mormon wife and that of thousands of married women in England. If 
anything, the position of the Mormon woman has been far better and far 
happier. She is looked up to and respected in a way that our English 
women do not understand, while her general intelligence and capacity for 
undertaking the full duties of citizenship is testified by her having the 
vote. If against these we place that awful, endless and increasing army 


bodies the merchandise of lust; those thousands of England’s pure 
daughters whom we sacrifice every year to falsely maintain the Christian 
idea of marriage; if we throw these into the scale against the Mormon © 
ideal, on which side will the balance strike? Legalised polygamy is at 
least as moral as unlicensed prostitution! Seven years ago the United 
States legislature intervened and prohibited plural marriages. Why 
pains, penalties and imprisonments were not similarly put upon the 


4 
3 
e 


LATYER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 659 


libertine we are not told. After a struggle the Mormons gave up polyg- 
amy. in obedience to the command of their Prophet. It has been stated 
that they have done so outwardly. Such a statement can only be made 
by those who are in entire ignorance of Mormon ideas. One of their first 
laws is obedience to all Kings, Princes, and Governors. In support of this 
they furnished a regiment five hundred strong. to assist the States in the 
Mexican war. At the word of their Prophet they have loyally adhered to 

the State decree against polygamy. | 

In many respects the creed of the “Latter-day Saints” does not differ 
very materially from that of Evangelicals. In a pamphlet which the 
missionaries who are visiting Lincoln are distributing they set forth their 
belief in the following concise paragraphs:— 

(Here are inserted the Articles of Faith.) 

There is little in this creed of theirs which will be questioned by the 
orthodox. Where it is found to vary from that held by other Churches- 
may be explained in a word. They believe in the literal interpretation of 
scriptures. Hence, the promises of healing the sick, speaking in diverse 
tongues, descent of the Holy Ghost and prophecy they hold to be possible 
to-day as ever. But their interpretation goes beyond mere beliefs; it 
leads them to carry their religion out of the narrow sphere of private life 
into the whole system of social relationships and state government. 
Briefly, they may be described as Christian Communists. They believe 
that one of the first duties incumbent upon them is to promote the best 
possible conditions under which their people should live. Under individ- 
ualism which must necessarily create selfishness and jealousy, they con- 
sider it would be impossible to secure the ends they desire. Salt Lake 
City is probably one of the best-governed and most prosperous towns in 
the world. That a comparatively feeble folk should have raised a magnifi- 
cent city out of the desert is in itself a standing monument to the success 
and vitality of their organisation. Owing to the influx of large numbers 
of people to Utah, attracted thither by its prosperity, it has been impossi- 
ble to maintain their co-operative system in its completeness and sim- 
plicity. The strangers within their gates would not cast in their lot with 
the Mormons. But in spite of this, among themselves the Latter-day 
Saints have been very largely true to their communistic principles. Asa 
result poverty is almost unknown among them, while the fearful warfare 


which rages between capital and labor in the eastern states is yet un- 


known. Whatever may be urged against the Mormons, it cannot be gain- 
said that so far as the social relationships of life are concerned they have 
come nearer to realising the Christian ideal than any other community.— 
The Leader — 


— — 


DIB D. 


Dnarzn.— At the residence of her son, Geo. H. Draper, at Kaysville, Davis Co., Utah, 
Jane Bryant Draper, daughter of Philip and Sarah Bryant; born March 2nd, 1831; 
died July 30, 1898. Deceased was the wife of Wm. Draper, who died thirty-one days 
before her. She was baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints May 
23, 1852. She has suffered from paralysis for the past fourteen years. 
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